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excessively impatient and very indifferent to the
welfare of Ms soldiers/ yet lie never punishes their
evil deeds and murders. He is much pleased to
see discords between one and another, fostering
it by speaking evil to one of the other. In him
reigns all the envy and avarice in the world. He
encourages tale-bearing, more easily believing evil
things than good; and he is without judgment
or any genius for government/

Vasco Nunez de Balboa was full of zeal and
anxiety to get ships afloat on the Pacific Ocean,
and to explore the vast unknown region. He sent
a friend, Francisco G-aravita, to Cuba for materials
to build ships and for shipwrights. Garavita re-
turned with what was required. But Pedrarias
was furious, declaring that it was done without
his sanction. Vasco Nunez was arrested, and
confined in the Governor's own house. Then the
good bishop, Dr. Quevedo, who had always been
a true friend to Vasco Nunez, intervened. He
explained to the jealous old incapable how much
the plans of the great man he was persecuting
would redound to his own credit, and at last per-
suaded him to sanction and assist in the great work.
If he would refrain from hindering, it was all that

1 They were dying like rotten sheep.